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Mot just monasteries and museums,
but a blacksmith’s forge,

a kiosk in the town square,

a mosaic swimming pool,

a battlefield — the nation’s heritage is
made up of many things.

Cleveland Moffett previews the
Europe-wide celebration of
International Heritage Day

be word heritage has such a prim and
solemn air abouwt ik, We think of stacely
oimes, of monumends o ihe glnnuu;.
deal, of msumtions immuned in gramite
It supgests ancienl respeciability, fine
porcelain, tapestries and ancestors
It"s noit necessarily troe, of course, be
Cause gvery 1|‘||II|1 from breweries and
windmills 1o nasmow-gauge milways can be par of a nation’s
hemitmge. And thamks 10 1he annual celebraiion of international
Heritage Day in Ewrope, people everywhere are discover-
ing that they have mofe 1o b proud of than they thoughd,

The sheer quantity of things and places = palaces and
tactores, gardens and canals, farms and wildlife sanctusmies
— fakies even the most perfanctony overview of whal's on af-
fer quate impossible. In Belgiwm, the nation's beritage is di-
vided imto three parts, For omce, regionalism has its advan-
nges: since each region has its own dotes, visitors can
sguesss 60 thal many more mosuments and sites, (Heritage
Dy in fact comprises four days: see panel. j

Wallonin has set aside exactly 561 places wo visit, things
wr look ab, evends o take in (plas 230 amimations). Mot o be




owldone, Flanders is weighing in with 730 monmmensen en
tandschappen, while Bressels is doing s bit with | 30 “parks,
gardens and buildings in or near a natural environmen.”
While this superabundani display of archsiectural, cubiural and
maturnl wealth betrays the country’s underlying regional
rivalries, it is an underscandabile, allsei expensive, npiril of
competition
Each region chooses iis own theme for the Day, This
year, Brussels has taken archileciure and mature and Wallonia
and Flanders are both featuring thelr public or civil patrimony
by which they mean everything that bebongs o the comma-
nely. such as schools, hiosmtals, libranes, wownhalls or cemse-
temes, Each region has produced its oam illus-

the neo-Giothic style of an earlier generation, the elaboraie
fagade with its covered stone balconies, stained-ghass Lattice-
work windows, arched casements and carved medallions, all
conccalmg a humbder inberior

e insadhe, visiiors may wonder why the place wis ever
selected for inclusion on thas day of days. Even sproced up
for the oecasion, it exudes the artists” purposeful activity and
livthe of the lusury of yesteryear, The explanation is the gar-
den, a fardin sovage that extends steeply uphill by a wind-
ing path of rough steps throagh o tangled underbrush and
irees. 105 nod just amglieis in its informality, i is badly in
need of @ machete.
The muan tming the lerrain imo a <ie for

Eradedl cainbogue o liss and describe its stirmctions,
tell ws where they are and bow 1o track them »
divarn im ihe wilds of the Andemnes and the farther
resches of Wiest Flanders or Wesembeek-Oppem

Uinfonunscly, oaly the rensoler locaions ang
Fikely b0 ke visitor-fricndly, meaning uncnewded
IF vour pick e of the mone obs iously desirable
spols = any of the A MNouvead bouses mol usi-
ally open 1o the public, or some of the private
chelbeaux — be preparcd o suller the lng quenes
augisade and the shoulder-to-shoulder cnash insidee

In a move that indicates a mew willing-
ness (o broaden the defimition of heritage 1o |
inclsde the pear past and the unconventional,
Brussels” Service des Monuments ef Sites
l:r'r.l.m.'l:l|'llll.||||.' branch) has this year incloded
the Mo ing Art Studleo { Max) a1 48 Boe Saint-
Bernard in Saimi-Gilles. The studio wns
started as an ingenious solution to the peren-
mial problem of finding suilahle working space
for parmers and sculprors: the owner i:u;'in'l;
have o Py GRKES 0N an emply hltiln:lin;_.: and
the rent-free occupants attend to the upkesp
unitel the owner decides 1o sell i,

Twenty antisis share the premises, which in-
clades a “‘I:I'l.'«l"ll!j;'l T carioomisis amd @ film st-
deoc Bunlt im 1912 by architect Adrien Blomme
lor thee engineer and diplomat Lucsen Graux {it's
sill called the Marson Graws ), it i a redem o

Reach For the sky:

Thee: Mavimg Art Stisidio
wnd sme of fis

resldents, befiz amd Asbi's
ciancl chambe rs

# his stone sculptures is the California-bom Larry
Paszey. “My materials are cobbles of the kind
yiou see everywhere in the streets of Brassels,
althwuagh [ had i go o Aalst wo find any [ coukd
buy. What I'm doing is amanging them in a se-
ries of separnfe srches, starting with the sim-
plest form, then changing them imo bess obyi-
s paitberns. This jungle of & garden 12 perfect.”

Ciardens loom barge on the Hentage in-
venory: pcross lown in Anderlechi, the Eras-
mus Hiouwse has ﬁmllt produced the garden it
has long sorely lacked, 3 space that now
evokes the days when the Dutch humanist
lived and wrote here. The tamed and toplanied
geometrical flower-beds in the French manmer
have been restared (o something of their for-
meer spdensd o,

Mot for away is the extraordinary. now
abandoned, Veterinary School of Careghem.
saved from demolition or rsdical removation
thanks 1o n small band of urhan conservation-
sts. A complex of 19 buildings, the hage clinic
Was necessary at o time when nearly everyone
owned o horse or horses, whose ills and in-
juries were expertly ottended to in these spa-
cious laboratories, and generations of vets
were tnught in these high-ceilinged class-
rocms, Today, it provides a glimpse into & sot-
so-fistant past far different from our own.
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